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Damping and Dampers
Introduction:
Dampening or muting the strings adds a very nice affect to your hammered dulcimer playing. Damping the strings mutes much of the natural sustain of the instrument, bringing forward overtones that are usually overshadowed. Muting can be accomplished a number of ways: with your hands; with materials such as felt or masking tape; with a mechanical dampening system; or with a  pedal system. Dampening pedals allow the player to mute and un-mute the strings at will. In this workshop we will discuss ways of dampening strings, and then demonstrate the use of the dampening pedal.

Damping With Your Hands
· Place your fingers on the bridge with just enough pressure
· This technique works nicely in tandem with bending notes

Dampening With Masking Tape
· Masking tape is an affordable easy way to dampen strings
· Easy to put on an remove

· More tape equals more dampening

· The downside is it must be put on before and after playing a tune

Making a Case for Purchasing a Dampening Pedal

· Adds a new dimension to an already wonderful instrument

· Adds dynamic range to the instrument
· Many dulcimer makers offer them now at affordable prices
· Dampening pedals are “cool”

Links to Some Dulcimer Makers Who Offer Dampening Pedals
Dusty Strings

http://www.dustystrings.com/building/pd40.shtml#dampers
Same Rizzetta

http://samrizzetta.com/dulcimers/
James Jones
http://www.jamesjonesinstruments.com/hammereddulcimer/hddampers.html
Master Works - Russell Cook

http://www.woodnstrings.com/Dampers.htm
Song of the Wood - Jerry Read Smith
http://www.songofthewood.com/5%20Octave%20with%20Dampers.htm
Conclusion
In this workshop we discussed some dampening techniques and demonstrated the use of the dampening pedal.
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